
 
 

DATE: 
TO: 
FROM:  
RE: 

January 15, 2020 
School Board Directors 
Elle Warmuth, Communications Director 
Public Records Transparency Report 

 

Meeting Type: 
X      Board Meeting 
❏     Study Session 
❏     Special Board Meeting    

Report Type: 
❏     Action 
❏     Consent 
X      Information 

 
 
Purpose:  To update the School Board on new public record requests.  
 
Relation to Board Policy:  Pursuant to Policy 6030, a Public Records Transparency Report is required 
every quarter that includes a list of new public record requests received by the District. This January 2020 
report includes new public record requests received for October, November and December 2019.  
 
Background information:  Responding to public record requests pursuant to Chapter 42.56 RCW is one 
of the District’s unique and core essential functions, and that full access to information concerning the 
conduct of government at every level must be assured as a fundamental and necessary precondition to 
the sound governance of a free society.  The Communications Office and Risk Management process 
requests. Most public records can be disclosed, but some records and specific details are exempt from 
disclosure. Public records requests may be made online, by email, letter or phone.  

 
● Student records and transcript requests are processed at the school. Records requested for 

students who graduated more than one year ago are available from the District Registrar’s Office. 
 

● Employee requests for personnel files are handled through Human Resources. 
 
Budget allocation:  None   
 
Costs:  Varies.  Many factors contribute to the cost variance for responding, retaining and processing 
PRRs.  Simple requests can be fulfilled rather quickly, whereas more complicated requests require time-
consuming redaction work and attorney consultation. Sheer volume is another cost implication.  In 
addition, annual training is required for public record officers on retention, production, and disclosure of 
documents. 
 
Equity:  All records maintained by state and local agencies are available for public inspection unless law 
specifically exempts them. Under reasonable conditions, the public is entitled to fair and impartial access 
to records.   
 
Benefiting parties:  The Washington State Public Records Act (RCW 42.56) requires schools to make 
public records available to the public, supporting the public’s right to be informed about what their 
government is doing. 
 

https://www.sumnersd.org/cms/lib/WA01919505/Centricity/Domain/253/6030%20Management%20Support.pdf
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56
https://www.sumnersd.org/Page/3965
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56


 

 
What is working well:  Online request processing in addition to electronic production.  More requestors 
are accepting of documents being produced in email, as opposed to hard copy.  
 
Opportunities for improvement:  Internal procedure improvements are being reviewed to increase the 
effectiveness of PRR processing.   
 
Following is a list of new public record requests received for the months of October, November, and 
December.   
 

Received Description Status 

Oct. 7, 2019 Personal Request for Information/PRR Closed 

Oct. 30, 2019 Video Footage Closed 

Nov. 12, 2019 FERPA/PRR Closed 

Dec. 18, 2019 Job Descriptions New 

Dec. 31, 2019 HIB Information New 

 
New = New PRRs received this quarter 
Closed = PRRs that have been received and closed this quarter  
 
  



 
 
DATE: January 15, 2020 
TO: Sumner - Bonney Lake School District Board of Directors 
FROM: Darla Offner, Elementary Program Administrator,  

Alesha McDonald, Elementary TOSA & Steve Sjolund, Executive Director for  
Secondary 

RE: English/Language Arts Board Report 
 

Purpose: The purpose of this report is to inform the Board of Directors regarding the district’s English 
Language Arts programs K-12. 
 
Relation to Vision 2020:  

GOAL 1: We will provide equitable access to rigorous, standards-based education and eliminate 
disparities among all groups to ensure each student meets or exceeds state and district standards, 
graduates on time and is career and college ready.  

 
Relation to Board Policy:  

● Policy 2000 - Student Learning Goals 
● Policy 2005 - School Improvement Plans 
● Policy 2020 - Course Design, Selection and Adoption of Materials 
● Policy 2090 - Program Evaluation 

 
Background Information:  

● The district is in year 4 of Core Knowledge Language Arts curriculum implementation grades K-5.  This 
year, we have identified English Language Arts (ELA) Priority Standards and are focused on using 
core curriculum to ensure all students have access to essential knowledge and skills within their grade 
level standards.  Master schedules have been created to ensure K-3 students receive 120 minutes of 
ELA instruction daily and grade 4-5 students receive 90 minutes daily.  
 

● The district is in year 4 of ELA Collections curriculum implementation for middle school and high school. 
This year, we continue to monitor the implementation of Collections, but efforts have focused on 
intervention classes. At the middle school level, we have implemented System 44 for students more 
than 3 years behind grade level standards, and iReady for students 1-2 years behind. At the high 
school level, we have implemented System 44 to complement Read 180, a resource previously in 
place. Additionally, our transition of 8th grade students to high school included greater data analysis to 
appropriately place students in classes this past fall.  Having consistent intervention programs across 
the schools has led to uniform professional development and ongoing principal conversations and data 
analysis. 

 
Budget and/or Projected Costs:  
Elementary:  

● Student consumables (Copied in buildings this year) $79,209 
● Teacher resources for supporting phonological awareness $6,500 



 
● Materials for increased enrollment $5800 
● Professional Learning: Priority standards development, report card revision, initial use training and ELA 

frameworks  $45,604 
Secondary: 

● New staff training $600 
● Increased enrollment curriculum purchases $16,900 
● 6th grade Highly Capable expansion to SMS & MMS (novels and PD)  $4,400 
● MS/HS ELA Intervention classes (initial curriculum and license purchase, PD) $176,000 

 
Impacts to Student Performance:  2019 SBA Performance State/District Comparison 

Grade Level 3rd 4th 5th* 6th 7th* 8th* 10th** 

WA State 55.4% 56.9% 60.4% 55.9% 60.6% 58.0% 69.7% 

SBLSD 65.0% 69.5% 75.4% 65.4% 78.1% 74.6% 85.06% 

*Fifth, seventh and eight grade students in SBLSD outperformed the state by at least 15% 
**89.89% SHS students met Grad Cut Score; 85.13% BLHS students met Grad Cut Score 
 
Data analysis shows our schools are performing above the state average on the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment. However, a closer examination of the data shows there is variance in scores between schools as 
well as in individual classrooms. Research shows that effective teaching practices have the greatest impact on 
improving student performance.  The Instructional Services department is dedicated to continue ongoing 
support to principals and teachers in order to improve the instructional practices in our classrooms.  This 
begins with a laser focus on essential (priority) standards.  
 
Equity:  
Elementary: Priority standards have been identified in ELA that are essential for all students to learn.  By 
narrowing the focus on what is essential, we create an opportunity within our core instructional block to provide 
additional time and support on those essential standards for identified students.  Additionally, students are 
provided a 45-minute block in their daily schedule to receive support in foundational and prerequisite skills they 
need as identified through multiple diagnostic measures.  During this time, students develop and improve skills 
in phonemic awareness, phonics, reading fluency and comprehension. This is also a time for students who 
need a challenge to be provided extensions and opportunities to apply their learning in a new way.  This block 
ensures all students have access to grade level standards during their core instruction time.  
Secondary: 
In the spring of 2019, Instructional Services staff partnered with elementary and middle schools to compile data 
on all 5th-8th grade students performing below grade level standard. This data was shared with middle and 
high school administrators to assist in placing students in appropriate intervention classes. Over the course of 
the 2019-20 school year, professional development provided to staff and principals has been focused on 
meeting the specific needs of staff as they work to better understand and implement the new programs. 
Additionally, intervention classes are an ongoing focus/topic for principals at monthly meetings.  
 



 
Benefiting Parties:  
• Students  

Students benefit from a guaranteed and viable curriculum regardless of the school they attend. K-12 students 
are being assessed and provided intervention in area(s) of need from the start of the school year. Exposure to 
the ELA standards through rich fiction and nonfiction texts provides all students with the opportunity to access 
common core standards of learning. This gives students exposure to complex text and academic language.  
 
• Teachers  

All teachers have the same expectation of providing their students the greatest opportunity to master grade 
level standards. Having common curriculum and assessments along with Professional Learning Community 
time to collaborate allows teachers to complete this work efficiently and with a mutual accountability for student 
achievement.  
 
What is working well?:  
Elementary: Teachers are leading with priority grade level standards and creating student friendly learning 
targets.  Students who are struggling with concepts are being identified for extra support through early 
diagnosis.  Teachers are analyzing student data by standard and are providing informed interventions.  
 
Secondary: Collaboration among teachers and administrators is strengthening through the implementation of 
System 44/iReady intervention curriculum. Work continues to develop the structure and systems associated 
with ELA intervention including student identification and the partnership between elementary and secondary 
schools. Staff are attending professional development sessions and working tirelessly to ensure the successful 
implementation of new programs and improved student learning. 
 
Elementary and Secondary administrators are taking an active role in monitoring student growth as well as 
evaluating systems and resources within their buildings. The partnership between Instructional Services and 
buildings is strengthening as we identify ways to support one another in this work. 
 
Opportunities for improvement:  
Elementary: There is a need to continue to unpack ELA priority standards into student friendly learning targets. 
Teachers need additional support to make informed decisions within the ELA block to focus on essential skills 
and how to provide additional time and support for students to master grade level standards.  We need to 
continue to provide professional learning around phonemic awareness and phonics development for 
intermediate teachers (3-5).  
 
Secondary: The initial implementation of both iReady and System 44 came with a steep learning curve and 
some unanticipated issues related to providing timely professional development, vendor technology and the 
new curriculum. We will need to continue work evaluating master schedules and allocation of staff to 
adequately meet the need for intervention classes. Additionally, we will need to further articulate purpose and 
definition of tier 2 & 3 intervention classes, priority standards and analyze data to evaluate the effectiveness of 
our programs.  
 



 
 
DATE: January 15, 2020 
TO: Sumner - Bonney Lake School District Board of Directors 
FROM: Patti O’Malley, Elementary STEM TOSA and Dr. Lindsay Lombardo, Director of Secondary 

Curriculum 
RE: Science/STEM Board Report 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this report is to inform the Board of Directors regarding Elementary and Secondary 
Science/STEM in the Sumner-Bonney Lake School District. 
 
Relation to Board Policy:  

● Policy 2000 - Student Learning Goals 
● Policy 2005 - School Improvement Plans 
● Policy 2020 - Course Design, Selection, and Adoption of Materials 
● Policy 2090 - Program Evaluation 

 
Background Information:  
Elementary: Last year we fully implemented an integrated STEM unit in grades K-5. These units are written 
using the Ambitious Science Teaching Framework (AST) and best practice in phenomena-based science 
instruction. Chosen phenomena for units are local or high interest. Unit lessons are built on the three 
dimensions of the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). During the units, students participate in 
lessons using inquiry to understand and make sense of the phenomenon. Some of the practices that students 
engage in are evidence collection, argumentation and explanation with evidence, modeling to explain what we 
cannot see, and collecting, evaluating and communicating findings. In addition, grades 3-5 are in full 
implementation of their first science unit with thematic connections to a unit in their Core Knowledge Language 
Arts (CKLA) curriculum.  
 
Secondary: This year, we are in full implementation of Amplify Science for grades 6-8. Amplify Science lessons 
are built on the three-dimensions of the NGSS and best practice in phenomena-based science instruction. 
Students participate in inquiry, evidence collection, scientific reading and scientific argumentative writing, 
Socratic Seminars, hands-on activities, and ongoing formative and summative assessment. We are in year two 
of our high school science curriculum adoptions for Biology (Lab Aids SGI Biology) and Chemistry (Living by 
Chemistry). Biology and Chemistry courses are also grounded in the NGSS and phenomena-based science 
instruction. Students participate in inquiry, evidence collection, scientific reading and scientific argumentative 
writing, full labs and hands-on activities, independent practice, and formative and summative assessments. 
 
Budget and/or Projected Costs: $189,660 for materials, consumables, and professional learning 
Elementary: $59,880 

● $6700 Teacher print materials and science kit materials/refills 
● $53,180 Professional learning which includes the following: 

○ Ambitious Science Teaching (AST) initial use training 
○ AST unit unpacking and reflection for teachers 

 
 
 



 

 
Secondary: $129,780 

● $94,283 Student and teacher materials 
○ Amplify Science, Lab Aids SGI Biology, and Living by Chemistry consumables refills 
○ Additional licenses, textbooks, and equipment for increased enrollment 

● $35,497 Professional learning which includes the following: 
○ Framework writing and modifications for 6-8 Science, Biology, and Chemistry 
○ Initial use training and ongoing professional learning in the new curriculum 

 
Impacts to Student Performance:  
2018 and 2019 Washington Comprehensive Assessment of Science (WCAS)* Meeting Standard Summary 

Grade Level 
(Year) 

5th 
(2018) 

 

5th 
(2019) 

8th 
(2018) 

8th 
(2019) 

11th** 
(2018) 

11th 
(2019) 

SBLSD 62% 63% 67% 61% 35% 48% 

WA State 56% 54% 55% 53% 46% 50% 

*First assessment administered in 2018. The state will begin analyzing trend data after three years of 
assessment. These scores represent pass rate for all students, including those who did not sit for the exam. 
**WCAS not required for high school graduation. 
 
In the spring of 2018, students in Washington State took the WCAS for the first time. This assessment is given 
in grades 5, 8, and 11 with the original intention of it being a high school graduation requirement. House Bill 
1599 recently confirmed that the WCAS will not be a high school graduation requirement, but will still be 
administered each spring for accountability. The assessment is three-dimensional, grounded in the NGSS, and 
covers the three domains of Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, and Earth and Space Sciences. While we 
receive minimal details with regard to student performance, we are utilizing the domain breakdown of the 
assessment to determine areas on which we might focus. 
 
Equity:  
At the elementary level, every student in every school has access to a high-quality integrated STEM unit 
aligned to the NGSS with an engineering and technology component. Every 3rd - 5th-grade classroom also 
has a standards-aligned NGSS unit. In 2020-2021, grades 3-5 will have two units. At the secondary level, 
every student in every school has access to high-quality resources that are aligned to standards. Our selected 
programs are designed to reach a range of learners, and support is provided for teachers to differentiate to 
meet individual and small-group student needs. The key focus of the NGSS is “all standards, all students,” 
which has been our foundation for a significant shift at the high school level. Prior to the 2019-2020 school 
year, while all students enrolled in Biology as ninth graders, tenth-grade students did not all have access to 
Chemistry. Enrollment in on-level Chemistry courses was dependent on math course placement and future 
college and career plans. With the “all standards, all students” equity of access approach of NGSS and 
adoption of our new curriculum, we made a significant shift to having the large majority of tenth-grade students 
enrolled in Chemistry (see table for increased Chemistry enrollment numbers). 
 
 



 

 
Chemistry Enrollment from 2018-2019 to 2019-2020 at Bonney Lake and Sumner High Schools 

 2018-2019 
Chemistry Enrollment 

2019-2020 
Chemistry Enrollment 

Percent Increase 

Bonney Lake HS 177 385 118% 

Sumner HS 257 373 45% 

 
Benefiting Parties:  
• Students benefit from engaging lessons that balance inquiry, scientific reading and writing, discourse, and 

lab/hands-on activities with opportunities for independent practice and assessment at a variety of depth of 
knowledge levels. 

• Teachers have a curriculum aligned to state standards and best practice in science instruction with 
opportunities for both formative and summative assessments. 

• Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) utilize agreed-upon frameworks and common formative 
assessments to make data-informed decisions and align instructional practices to support differentiation 
and enrichment. 

• Families benefit from a coherent program which builds on elementary foundations and extends into daily 
science instruction for all students in grades 6-10, with high school students continuing their science 
learning in grade 11 or 12. 

 
What is working well?:  
Teachers are: 

● Using agreed-upon curriculum frameworks that outline specific essential outcomes. 
● Analyzing formative and summative data to make informed instructional decisions about next steps for 

their students. 
● Collaborating to gain a deeper understanding of the standards and best practice within their 

Professional Learning Communities and during professional development opportunities. 
● Implementing more opportunities for student exploration and discourse on science topics. 

 
Students are: 

● Accessing high-quality resources regardless of classroom placement. 
● Collaborating and making their thinking visible, demonstrating higher levels of engagement. 
● Demonstrating understanding through multiple measures of assessment. 
● Participating in scientific reading, writing, and discourse at higher depth of knowledge levels. 

 
Opportunities for improvement: Increase student success on WCAS by building teacher clarity and 
understanding of our priority standards in grades K-12 which includes: 

● Identifying priority standards in science that we will guarantee that all students learn. 
● Unpacking standards into student-friendly learning targets. 
● Determining success criteria and aligning formative and summative assessments to the priority 

standards. 
● Increasing professional learning on best practice instruction in science, specifically with regard to 

student discourse. 
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